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We acknowledge that we are on the traditional territory and 
homelands of California Native Peoples. These Nations include 
federally recognized tribes and many other non-recognized tribes that 
are all culturally diverse. We thank these Nations and we keep them in 
our hearts and thoughts as we are in this space today, this week, and 
every day.
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“Nearly every six days in the U.S., a child is killed amid a custody dispute, family court 
lapse, or other mishaps. Each death is a tragedy. Collectively, these cases reveal a 
national crisis in the family court system that regularly misses warning signs and 
exposes too many kids to abuse and death, advocates say.”

“We detected much larger differences for particular types of homicide. Most notably, 
people living with handgun owners were seven times more likely to be shot by their 
spouse of intimate partner. In many of these cases, instead of being protective, the 
household gun probably operated as the instrument of death.”
June 3, 2022



U.S. v. Rahimi – U.S. Supreme Court Decision on 
Domestic Violence Prohibition Expected by June





California’s Visitation Framework

Family Code section 3100
(a) In making an order pursuant to Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 
3080), the court shall grant reasonable visitation rights to a parent when it is 
shown that the visitation would be in the best interest of the child, as 
defined in Section 3011, and consistent with Section 3020. In the discretion 
of the court, reasonable visitation rights may be granted to any other person 
having an interest in the welfare of the child.
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Updated Family Code § 3011

…(5) (A) When allegations about a parent pursuant to paragraph (2) or (4) have been 
brought to the attention of the court in the current proceeding, and the court makes 
an order for sole or joint custody or unsupervised visitation to that parent, the court 
shall state its reasons in writing or on the record that the order is in the best interest 
of the child and protects the safety of the parties and the child. In these 
circumstances, the court shall ensure that any order regarding custody or visitation is 
specific as to time, day, place, and manner of transfer of the child as set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Section 6323.
(B) Nothing in this paragraph eliminates the requirement that the contents of the 
stipulation be in the best interest of the child and be specific as to time, day, place, 
and manner of transfer of the child if the parties do stipulate in writing or on the 
record regarding custody or visitation.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the court shall not consider the sex, gender 
identity, gender expression, or sexual orientation of a parent, legal guardian, or 
relative in determining the best interests of the child.



Family Code § 3020 (no changes) 

(a) The Legislature finds and declares that it is the public policy of this state to ensure that the 
health, safety, and welfare of children shall be the court’s primary concern in determining the 
best interests of children when making any orders regarding the physical or legal custody or 
visitation of children. The Legislature further finds and declares that children have the right to 
be safe and free from abuse, and that the perpetration of child abuse or domestic violence in a 
household where a child resides is detrimental to the health, safety, and welfare of the child.
(b) The Legislature finds and declares that it is the public policy of this state to ensure that 
children have frequent and continuing contact with both parents after the parents have 
separated or dissolved their marriage, or ended their relationship, and to encourage parents to 
share the rights and responsibilities of child rearing in order to effect this policy, except when 
the contact would not be in the best interests of the child, as provided in subdivisions (a) and 
(c) of this section and Section 3011.
(c) When the policies set forth in subdivisions (a) and (b) of this section are in conflict, a court’s 
order regarding physical or legal custody or visitation shall be made in a manner that ensures 
the health, safety, and welfare of the child and the safety of all family members.
(d) The Legislature finds and declares that it is the public policy of this state to ensure that the 
sex, gender identity, gender expression, or sexual orientation of a parent, legal guardian, or 
relative is not considered in determining the best interests of the child.



Updated FC 3100: Suspend, Deny, or Limit Visitation

• (b) (1) If a protective order, as defined in Section 6218 of this code or Section 
136.2 of the Penal Code, has been issued restraining a parent, the court shall 
consider whether the best interest of the child requires that any visitation by that 
parent be suspended, denied, or limited to situations in which a third person, 
specified by the court, is present, including virtual visitation. A parent may submit 
to the court the name of a person that the parent deems suitable to be present 
during visitation. The court may order supervised visitation with the person 
whose name was submitted, but the submission of a name does not require the 
court to order supervised visitation if it is not in the best interest of the child, nor 
does a parent’s submission of a name constitute agreement or stipulation to 
supervised visitation.
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“Virtual Visitation” defined in FC section 
3100
(e) For purposes of this section, “virtual visitation” means use of 
audiovisual electronic communication tools to provide contact between 
a parent and their children as part of a parenting plan or custody order. 
Virtual visitation may be supervised or unsupervised, based on the 
court’s determination of what is in the best interest of the child.



Updated Family 
Code section 3100

(d) (1) If the court finds a party is staying in a place designated as a 
shelter for victims of domestic violence or other confidential 
location, the court’s order shall be designed to prevent disclosure of 
the location of the shelter or other confidential location and to 
protect all adults and children living in that location.
(2) If a court finds that a parent is residing in a confidential shelter 
due to domestic violence or fear of domestic violence from the 
other parent, the court shall order in-person visitation with the 
other parent only if the court finds that in-person visitation is in the 
best interest of the child, taking into account all of the following:
(A) The other parent’s access to firearms and ammunition, including, 
but not limited to, whether the other parent is prohibited from 
having firearms and ammunition.
(B) If a parent is the subject of an emergency protective order, 
protective order, or other restraining order, whether that parent has 
violated that order, and the nature of any violation.
(C) Information obtained pursuant to Section 6306, the 
requirements of this section, and the information obtained pursuant 
to Section 3011.
(D) The potential for disclosure of the confidential location.







Parenting Plan 
Provisions • Firearms will be stored safely, locked and 

unloaded, and as legally required
• Neither parent will purchase or maintain 

firearms in the home without the consent 
of the other parent
• All laws regarding firearm use will be 

followed
• Follow restraining order and other 

prohibitions
• Neither parent will facilitate the child(ren) 

having access to firearms without the 
consent of the other 



https://www.selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/guide-supervised-visitation

Courts are authorized to serve 
as sites for supervised visits 
and exchanges, under SB 599
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